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Aughton Early Years Centre, Main Street, Aughton, SHEFFIELD S26 3XH

Inspection date: 26 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children thrive under the care of the highly experienced and qualified staff team 
at this inspiring child-centred nursery. Children and their parents receive an 
extremely warm welcome by leaders and staff into the nursery. Staff have very 
high expectations for children's behaviour. Children settle exceptionally well, and 
there is a highly effective key-person system, enabling children to make excellent 
bonds with staff. All staff ensure that the settling-in process provides reassurance 
and emotional security for children and their parents. For example, staff replicate 
children's feeding and sleeping routines from home. This ensures that children 
quickly feel safe and at home in the nursery. Children develop the confidence to 
play and explore the nursery's highly stimulating learning environment.

Staff are excellent role models for communication and language. Babies hear lots of 
sounds, words and early language. They thoroughly enjoy singing nursery rhymes 
with staff, eagerly using wooden claves to replicate the rhythm of the song. Staff 
extend these interests with children. They introduce and encourage children to 
explore a wide selection of exciting books. They use story time as an opportunity to 
spark children's imagination and learn new vocabulary. They use props, 
exaggerated voices and expressive facial expressions during 'The Gingerbread Man' 
story. Staff pause and wait for toddlers to fill in the gaps of the story. They use sign 
language consistently, and even the youngest of children begin to use this. For 
example, older babies make the sign for please and thank you. This helps children 
to build on their language skills, which they need for when they start school.

Children learn to be highly independent from an extremely early age. They learn to 
access their drinks cup independently and feed themselves at mealtimes. This is 
instilled early on and, therefore, becomes natural to children. Older babies receive 
support to use the low sink for handwashing. They turn on the tap themselves and 
wash their hands. Toddlers are encouraged to spread butter onto crackers using 
their knife at snack time. Children demonstrate that this is a skill already learned 
and practised.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The senior leadership team are highly effective and they have an excellent 
understanding of their roles and responsibilities. There is an exceptionally 
effective management structure that enables the whole team to drive consistent 
and continual improvement. The long serving and dedicated staff team report 
that there is an exceptional team ethos, where they receive endless support for 
their development and well-being. They comment that they feel listened to and 
that the extremely high levels of training on offer enables them to feel 
completely valued.
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n The senior leadership team have an exceptionally clear vision and understanding 
of how to plan a curriculum that is unique, innovative and inspiring for each 
child. For example, staff provide hands-on experiences for children in the forest 
school. Children problem solve and learn to manage risks. They learn how to 
keep themselves and their friends safe. 

n Relationships are strong, and children make secure bonds. Staff have very high 
expectations of children and continuously promote positive attitudes, such as 'be 
careful, be kind' and 'be helpful'. Children show compassion towards one another 
and to the staff in nursery. Staff gather an extremely wide range of information 
from parents to enable the process of relationship building from the outset. The 
excellent process for settling children into the nursery and as they move 
throughout the age groups enables children to make exceptional bonds with 
staff.

n Parents are overwhelmingly complimentary about the nursery's senior leaders, 
childcare and office staff. They say that staff are 'wonderfully caring'. Parents 
report that the many methods of communication used by leaders and staff 
promote outstanding parent partnerships. Parents have high levels of confidence 
in the staff and know what their children are learning is supporting their next 
stage of development.

n Senior leaders and staff work collaboratively with external agencies to aid early 
identification and timely intervention for vulnerable children and children in 
need, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. All 
children benefit from the calming sensory room. The knowledgeable special 
educational needs coordinator provides staff with training and guidance. This 
helps them to provide children with support that is personalised to their needs.

n Children have exciting opportunities to develop and strengthen their large and 
small muscles. Staff encourage babies to crawl, pull themselves up, cruise and 
walk to explore. Staff provide hands-on experiences for children in the enabling 
outdoor area and forest school. Toddlers problem solve and learn to manage 
risks, for example walking confidently down slopes, balancing on beams and 
navigating the slides.

n Staff use carefully worded questions to probe children's knowledge. Children 
recall past experiences using family picture albums, learning journals and floor 
books. Staff give children time to absorb information, to think about their 
knowledge and to respond in their own time and words. Children enjoy a variety 
of visits into their local community. They visit the garden centre, local gardens 
and the shops. They promote road safety and staff talk about nature and the 
world around them. 

n Senior leaders use funding very effectively to enhance the learning opportunities 
for all children. For example, they plan garden events with parents and promote 
growing and cultivating vegetables and 'wilding' projects to encourage bees and 
insects.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
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There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY535779

Local authority Rotherham

Inspection number 10351529

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 2

Total number of places 9

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Aughton Early Years Centre Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535778

Telephone number 01142872530

Date of previous inspection 19 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Aughton Early Years Centre Daycare registered in 2016 and is located in Aughton, 
Sheffield. The nursery employs ten members of childcare staff, nine hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.45am until 5.45pm. The provider is in 
receipt of funding for two-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Barrett
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The senior leader and the daycare leader completed a learning walk together 
and discussed the early years foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the day-care leader.
n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children. 
n Parents shared their views about the nursery with the inspector.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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