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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the
quality of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was
carried out under Part XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards
Act 2000 and, where nursery education is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School
Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified
during the inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to
the outcomes for children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for
under 8s day care and childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the
Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004
whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you
ready for your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Aughton Early Years Centre was registered in 1999 as a partnership between
Aughton Nursery School and Barnardo's family support team. The centre is located in
a detached two-storey building in the residential area of Aughton, near Sheffield and
Rotherham. It serves both the local community and the wider area.

The centre provides a range of services for families. These include full day care for
children aged from 6 weeks to 3 years (the Young Children's Base), part and full time

This inspection was carried out under the provisions of Part XA of the Children Act 1989, as inserted
by the Care Standards Act 2000



maintained nursery provision for children aged 3 to 5 years and out of school care for
children attending the nursery. There is also a sessional playgroup, a parent and
toddler group and a crèche facility which supports training events. There are close
links with other agencies and the Barnardo's family support team is on site.

The Young Children's Base is registered to provide care for 22 children and care is
available every weekday between 08.00 and 17.30, except for Christmas and Bank
Holidays. The playgroup operates on Mondays and Wednesdays for morning and
afternoon sessions. In the Young Children's Base there are currently 77 children on
roll, of whom 8 children receive Nursery Education funding. The setting welcomes
children who have additional needs and a number of designated places are allocated
for them. Extended care is available before and after school and during school
holidays for 12 children, aged from 3 to 5 years.

A team of 15 staff work with children in the Young Children's Base, with additional
staff in the nursery and elsewhere in the centre. All but one of the staff have a Level
3 childcare qualification and the remaining staff member is working towards this.
Some senior staff are qualified to Level 4.

The setting is participating in the "Quality in Action" quality assurance scheme.

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is good.

Children are cared for in a clean, attractive and well-maintained environment. Staff
follow effective hygiene procedures to protect children from the risk of infection. For
example, they carefully implement agreed nappy changing procedures and ensure
that tables are thoroughly cleaned before use for mealtimes. Children begin to
develop a good understanding of safe hygiene practice and move towards
independence in their personal care. Toilet facilities adjoin the playroom and are
easily accessible to children who are encouraged to manage hand washing
themselves.

The nursery has an exciting garden area which provides a stimulating and
adventurous outdoor play space with varied resources such as rope ladders, willow
dens and tunnels to promote active play. Children are able to enjoy regular physical
activity outdoors which contributes to their overall good health. They negotiate steps
and pathways and enjoy re-enacting a favourite story as they move between the
different areas of the garden. Babies and toddlers are sometimes taken outdoors for
walks so that they too have opportunities to enjoy the fresh air. Although not used to
full advantage during the inspection because of building work nearby, the outdoor
area offers a vibrant space for children to play and learn. Indoors, babies use
furniture to pull themselves up and are encouraged to move in a variety of ways to
explore their environment. Children show developing skills as they engage in
activities which foster good hand-eye coordination, such as filling small containers
with sand and using paint brushes and pencils.
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Children enjoy a balanced and nutritious diet which includes a good variety of fresh
fruit and vegetables. Staff ensure that children's individual health and dietary needs
are met and if necessary, external advice and training are sought to ensure that staff
feel confident to deal with any allergies or special requirements. Younger children are
learning to feed themselves, with supportive staff available nearby if help is needed.
However, the organisation of mealtimes for the older children does not always fully
promote their growing independence.

Children are well rested and alert because staff make sure they talk to parents about
children's sleep patterns and they organise the environment so that children can rest
comfortably as they wish. The design of the nursery, with interlinking baby and 2-3's
areas, enables flexibility of care and responds to children's individual needs. For
example, younger children sometimes like to move back into the baby room for a
short time if they are tired towards the end of the day. This eases the transition
process and enables children to move on at their own pace.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

The safety of the children is given high priority in the setting, where staff take
effective measures to maintain a secure environment. Coded lock systems on play
room doors prevent unauthorised access to nursery areas and staffing of the
reception desk ensures that visitors are identified and welcomed. The well-organised
play environment, with adjoining toilet and nappy changing facilities, allows children
to move around safely and to gain independence with daily routines. Children use a
varied range of safe and suitable resources which are regularly checked and
cleaned. Furniture and equipment are set out effectively to provide comfortable and
interesting areas where children can develop their own play within safe limits.
Low-level shelving enables children to select resources for themselves and creates
comfortable areas where they can have some quiet time on their own, while allowing
staff to oversee their activities.

Staff are deployed effectively and are careful to ensure that children are kept safe.
For example, they provide good levels of supervision when children are using the
outdoor area and thorough risk assessments are undertaken to ensure that potential
hazards are identified and addressed. Children learn how to keep themselves safe as
they play because staff explain to them how to use the environment and equipment
safely. They explain, for example, that they need to take care when walking in the
willow den in case the floor surface is wet and slippery. Staff allow younger children
to attempt new challenges but are close by in case support is needed.

Most aspects of fire safety are addressed well. Appliances are regularly checked,
procedures displayed and roles and responsibilities are clear. Advice is sought from
relevant authorities, but the provider has identified that drills should be more frequent
to ensure that all children and staff are familiar with the procedures to be followed.

Children are well protected because there is a good understanding of responsibilities
in this area. Child protection training is given priority for all staff who are expected to
be conversant with the relevant policy and the procedures to follow if they are
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concerned about a child in their care. There are also other professionals available on
site for advice and support if needed.

Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is good.

Children enjoy coming to the centre where they are cared for by warm and
enthusiastic staff who help them to feel at ease in the setting. Most children arrive
happily and quickly settle to play with their chosen activity. Staff reassure and comfort
any children who are a little upset on arrival. They gently encourage less confident
children to participate and they find ways of capturing their interest. Children's
self-esteem is nurtured because staff show interest in what they do and say, by
talking and listening to them and making suggestions. Older children attending the
after school provision are able to feel comfortable and relaxed after a busy day at
nursery.

Children experience a varied range of interesting activities and have long periods of
free play when they can make their own choices. They show sustained interest as
they carefully observe what happens as they pour sand through sieves and strainers
and as they mix paints to create their favourite colours. Children steadily gain
confidence in their ability to express themselves and to make their needs known.
They benefit from the special small group activities set up to support and develop
children's communication skills and to build self-esteem.

Babies and younger children enjoy lots of cuddles and physical closeness to help
them to feel secure. Staff successfully use a variety of treasure baskets to stimulate
curiosity and sensory play. Children explore the different textures and colours, as
they hold up a shiny bauble or rub a velvet star against their skin. Staff are familiar
with the Birth to three framework and use it effectively to plan and provide
appropriate activities for children in this age group.

Nursery education (Young Children's Base)

The quality of teaching and children's learning is good. Staff have a secure
knowledge of the Foundation Stage and a good understanding of the children's
capabilities and starting points. They adapt activities appropriately to meet the needs
of the younger children in their group and as a result children begin to make good
progress towards the early learning goals. Children show interest in activities and
curiosity about the world around them. They learn to concentrate and show pride in
their achievements. They build positive relationships with adults and with each other
and some seek out particular friends to play with. Staff skilfully encourage children to
play cooperatively.

Children are learning to use language well to communicate and to think through what
they are doing. They enjoy books and stories and are learning to handle books
correctly. They join in enthusiastically with songs and rhymes and staff use soft toys
and items from the "song box" to help children to recall their favourites. Children
engage in a variety of activities which support their early writing skills. They are
developing counting ability as they sing number rhymes together and try to count the
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bricks they have in their tower. Children hear staff use mathematical language and
asking questions which help them to think about size and shape. They gain an
awareness of volume and measuring as they play at the sand tray, filling containers
and talking about full and empty.

Children have opportunities to explore natural materials, such as sand, water and ice.
They are curious about the world outside and excitedly gather at the window to watch
a squirrel on the fence or a bird feeding. Older children may spend time in the main
nursery where they have access to technological equipment such as the computer.
Children enjoy building with a variety of construction toys. However, opportunities for
children to use simple tools to design and make models as part of the continuous
provision, are more limited. Children explore colour and texture as they mix paints
and roll and shape play dough to make buns, competently putting the buns on to a
tray to put in the oven. They play imaginatively in the home corner and with small
world toys, such as cars and farm animals. They listen to music tapes, have access
to musical instruments and enjoy singing rhymes together. In the Tiny's group, they
listen carefully to the sounds of the maracas they have spent time making.

Staff have a good understanding of how children learn. They give children time and
space to explore and consolidate their learning. Resources are set out attractively to
invite children's interest and staff use effective questioning techniques to make
children think. They make regular assessments of children's progress which are
shared with parents and which clearly identify the next steps in children's learning.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is good.

Children are warmly welcomed at the setting and develop a strong sense of
belonging because they get to know staff well and become familiar with daily
routines. Their work is displayed attractively and their achievements acknowledged,
which helps them to feel that they are valued and important. Staff work closely with
parents to ensure that they are well informed about children's individual needs. For
example, they discuss and agree arrangements for potty training so that there is
continuity for children. Carefully planned transitions between rooms help children to
feel secure and to develop confidence.

Children learn to play harmoniously together and to consider the feelings and safety
of others. Staff manage any challenging behaviour calmly and with regard to the
feelings of all children. They give explanations about why behaviour is not acceptable
or may be hurtful and ensure that other children nearby are not upset. Children have
opportunities to talk about and agree simple rules. They are encouraged to take
some responsibility for their own behaviour, such as by helping to tidy away toys and
to leave equipment ready for the next person to enjoy. Meaningful praise and
encouragement, together with focused group activities, such as those offered in
Tiny's and Tusky's, help to develop children's confidence and self-esteem.

Children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is fostered appropriately.
They have some opportunities to learn about wider society and to begin to
understand differing needs. Children have access to resources which reflect diversity,
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such as books and small world figures and sometimes specific activities are planned
in celebration of different festivals.

The setting makes very good provision for children who have additional needs and
offers an inclusive environment for them. Well qualified and experienced senior staff
are readily available to provide support and there are excellent links with other
professionals. The centre accesses funding to enable them to offer additional
resources, such as a planned sensory room and Makaton resources. Additional
training is organised for staff where necessary, to support and develop their skills.

There is an excellent partnership with parents and carers who comment extremely
positively about the provision. They make particular reference to the professionalism
and approachability of staff, who work very closely with them to meet children's
needs. There are many opportunities for parents to be involved, either as parent
governors or by participating in activities such as curriculum workshops. Weekly
home visits are made to those families whose children are attending groups, such as
Tiny's, and they are encouraged to use special activity boxes with their children.
Parents' evaluations, suggestions and comments are invited and valued. They
contribute to their children's assessment records which are regularly shared with
them. The centre provides a wide range of support services to families from
ante-natal groups through to toddler group, play group and after school care. Parents
also have easy access to a range of supportive professionals with expertise in a
variety of fields.

Organisation

The organisation is good.

Children are cared for in a well organised environment where space and resources
are used effectively to promote children's welfare, safety and participation. The
wellbeing of children is given high priority. For example, children's progression
between groups is very sensitively managed and staff are responsive to their
individual needs. The effective deployment of staff ensures that children are well
supported as they play and during daily routines.

Children's care and education are enhanced by very good leadership and
management. Clear recruitment and induction systems ensure that staff are suitably
qualified and experienced to work with children and are familiar with the centre's
routines. For example, a co-worker is appointed as mentor for new staff members.
The mentor offers support and guidance during the first months and monitors the
implementation of the structured induction programme.

There is a very strong commitment to the ongoing professional development of all
staff within the setting and to the sharing of expertise with other professionals. The
training manager supports a comprehensive training programme both for staff at the
centre and for other providers. Regular appraisals and work reviews are held to
identify training needs and to agree future objectives. Staff are encouraged to
develop their skills and interests and their contributions to the provision are valued.
This helps to maintain an enthusiastic and committed staff team and significantly
enhances the provision for children.
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Policies and procedures are effectively implemented, so that children's welfare is
safeguarded. Some policies, however, lack the necessary detail to ensure that links
with the regulatory body are clear. For example, the role of Ofsted in the complaints
process is not sufficiently clarified and there is no reference to the need to notify
Ofsted if an allegation is made against a member of staff. However, procedures are
regularly reviewed and there is ongoing evaluation of the service provided. Required
documentation which contributes to children's health, safety and welfare is in place
and is maintained well.

Overall, the provision effectively meets the needs of the range of children attending.

Improvements since the last inspection

At the last inspection the provider was asked to ensure that children could access the
lower play area safely. Risk assessments were conducted and the views of Health
and Safety officials sought. A decision was taken not to fit a handrail but the steps
are appropriately spaced and staff monitor children's movements carefully. With the
support of staff children learn to negotiate steps and pathways safely.

The provider was also asked to obtain parental signatures to confirm that they have
been informed of accidents and medication administered. Recording systems have
now been changed and include parents signatures. This ensures that parents are
kept informed of significant daily events.

Complaints since the last inspection

There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they
can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those
made to Ofsted.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the
National Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should
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take account of the following recommendation(s):

• review the organisation of meal times to further promote children's
independence

• review policies and procedures to clarify the role of Ofsted, with specific
regard to the complaints and child protection procedures

The quality and standards of the nursery education

To improve the quality and standards of nursery education further the registered
person should take account of the following recommendation(s):

• further promote opportunities for children to use a variety of tools and
techniques for design and construction.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the leaflet Building better childcare: Compliments and
concerns about inspectors' judgements which is available from Ofsted's website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk
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